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of Chief and second mates, as, if not, he much wished to
continue his present officers, Messrs. Rogers and Douglas.
Durand without hesitation replied he knew the characters
of both those gentlemen very well and was happy to con-
firm them in the situations of chief and second mates.
Captain Waddell of course communicated this circum-
stance to Rogers and Douglas, who in consequence did not
look out for other employ.

In due course the Plassey was taken up for a voyage
to Madras and China, Rogers and Douglas acting for
several weeks as Chief and second officers, and a
day was appointed for them to attend at the India
house to be sworn in to their respective situations
according to the usual course of the service, two days prior
to which intended examination Durand wrote to Captain
Waddell to say he should be under the necessity of putting
in a new second officer, and would endeavour to provide
otherwise for Douglas. Captain Waddell, equally surprized
and hurt, directly went to Dura-nd, and stated the cruelty
and injustice of such a measure to Mr. Douglas, an officer
of acknowledged abilities, who had since the ship came
afloat been doing the duty of second and had actually
refused a second mate's berth in a ship then departed, from
attachment to the Plassey in which he had been three
voyages. Durand admitted the hardship upon Douglas,
but Hiiid he was so peculiarly circumstanced the act became
unavoidable, as he had been applied to from a quarter of so
much weight, such importance to his own interest, for a
second mate's situation, he could riot refuse it even had he
been obliged lo turn out his own son. Captain Waddell
thereupon observed that his (Durand's) interest was no
apology or justification for a breach of faith; that Mr.
.Douglas had acted in the situation with his sanction, and
continue it he must. Durand with great hauteur replied
he should not, and they parted in great anger.

On the day appointed, Captain Waddell was sworn into
the command of 1 he ship, Mr. Rogers as Chief Mate, and Mr.
Chwholmc was called in for the same purpose as second, when